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Describe the experiences that have prepared you to serve as NASP Secretary. 

I am excited to put my name forward as a candidate for the position of NASP secretary. When I reflect on the experiences 
that have prepared me for this role, I am struck with the common theme of “service to the profession.” As coordinator of the 
Educational Specialist program in school psychology at Georgia State University (GSU), I enjoy working with my colleagues to 
prepare graduate students from around the country to meet the demands of an increasingly diverse school-based population. 
In addition, I am a research fellow with the Center for Research on School Safety, School Climate, and Classroom 
Management at GSU. My affiliation with the Center has allowed me the opportunity to engage in clinical supervision with 
research teams providing services to at-risk and vulnerable populations. Examples include work on bullying prevention and 
the prevention of the commercial sexual exploitation of youth. I also have participated in collaborative projects with the state 
department of education in Georgia, the most recent of which is Project AWARE, a SAMSHA-funded initiative aimed at 
reducing the stigma of mental illness and increasing networks of support between schools and communities. As part of this 
project, I became a certified trainer for Youth Mental Health First Aid (YMHFA) and facilitated the training of school 
personnel, community members, and law enforcement officers across the state.  

All of this work is consistent with my professional background as I have been a practicing school psychologist in the state of 
Georgia for over 30 years. I hold certification at the doctoral level as both a school psychologist and school leader (S-7, L-7) 
and have worked in the public school setting as a paraprofessional, a school psychologist, and a school administrator. Prior to 
joining the faculty at Georgia State, I served as the associate director of a psychoeducational program where I had the 
opportunity to supervise school administrators, psychologists, social workers, and teaching teams working with children and 
adolescents identified with severe emotional/behavioral disturbance. I am a licensed psychologist in the state of Georgia and 
have a small private practice that continues to inform my teaching and consultation. I am a member of the International 
School Psychology Association (ISPA) and the Georgia Association of School Psychologists (GASP), for whom I served as 
president in 2010. I currently represent the state of Georgia as an elected delegate to the NASP Leadership Assembly and 
represent NASP as a member of the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities (NJCLD). During my tenure as NASP 
delegate, I have participated in working groups to help formulate position statements, and have worked with state leaders to 
increase advocacy for the profession in the state of Georgia. Through all of these efforts, I have sought to build connections 
and support the work of NASP. It would be an honor to continue my work with the Leadership Assembly as the NASP 
secretary. 

 


